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Even assuming Wilson accurately described the Mustang's condition, his 
description is not probative of whether he was at the scene, opened the car, 
or took documents from it. Wilson had the opportunity to learn about the car’s 
condition elsewhere. In fact, he told our investigation that he saw the 
Mustang at the garage where it was impounded. He also could have acquired 
information about the Mustang's condition from other accounts that were in the 
public domain before he made his revelation. For example, in the 1995 book, 

Orders to Kill, Dr. Pepper reported that an unnamed witness described the 
ashtray using the exact same word as Wilson — "overflowing." Accordingly, 
even if the contradictory accounts relating to the condition of the Mustang's 
interior were reconciled, it would not resolve whether Wilson's claims are 
true. 

6. Wilson's Claim that He Participated in the Search of Ray's Room 
Wilson also claims to have participated in another aspect of the FBI's 
investigation of the assassination. He told both District Attorney Howard and 
our attorneys in March and September 1998, respectively, that he was involved 
in a "black bag" burglary(58) of the room James Earl Ray had rented in Atlanta 
shortly before the assassination. He said that he acted as a courier for the 
undercover FBI agents who conducted the search and delivered to an Assistant 
Director of the FBI a large envelope containing materials taken from Ray's 
room. Jf 

Information from FBI records and interviews of agents reflect that the FBI ^ . , 

conducted a surreptitious search of Ray's room in Atlanta nearly two weeks ' 

after the murder. At the time, Ray, then known as Eric Galt, had been ;<-*y 

identified as a suspect. Nothing corroborates Wilson's claim that he was ' ' I /„ r >/, 
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involved. Both agents who participated in the search unequivocally told our 
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investigative team that Wilson had no part in the "black bag" job and one ’ c[jrl/[ a 
specifically recalls delivering the fruits of the search to the FBI field 
office himself. Since each has admitted participation in the unauthorized 
activity, neither has a motive to deny Wilson's involvement. Nor would it have 
“BeirTunusual for Wilson to have learned of the activity from office gossip 
afterwards. 

During our investigation, several former agents also reported that the FBI did 
not have agents with less than a year of experience participate in potentially 
sensitive operations like a "black bag" job of Ray's room. Indeed, the two 
agents involved in the search were both experienced agents. Thus, even if a 
courier had been required — which was not the case according to the 
undercover agent who actually found and transported the evidence — an 
experienced, reliable agent, not Wilson, most probably would have been chosen. 



7. Conclusions regarding the Evidence 
We found no evidence to support Wilson's accounts that he either took 
documents from Ray's car or participated in a search of Ray's room. 
Accordingly, his claims about his participation in the investigation of Dr. 
King's assassination remain unsubstantiated. 



In addition, we found substantial, independent evidence to contradict 
important aspects of Wilson's claims. First, we found reliable evidence to 
contradict Wilson's allegation that the passenger-side door was ajar or 
unlocked. Documents, photographs, eyewitness accounts, and expert opinion 
uniformly establish that neither door was ajar and that the passenger-side 
door was locked when FBI agents were on the scene. In addition, had the 
passenger-side door been ajar as Wilson claims, Atlanta police detectives 
would not have reported finding the car locked and used a coat hanger to 
unlock the driver-side door. 

We also found substantial evidence to contradict Wilson's claim that he opened 
the Mustang because uniformed officers were debating whether to open the car. 
Our investigation revealed that all of the Atlanta detectives at the scene, 
including the two who initially unlocked the Mustang, were in plainclothes. 
Moreover, we found no reliable evidence to suggest that there was a 
disagreement between uniformed officers at the scene about unlocking the car. 
Even if there were one, any such discussion would have occurred long before 
any FBI agents arrived. 

Furthermore, the contradictory evidence regarding the condition of the 
Mustang's interior does not corroborate Wilson's claims that he was at the 
scene, opened the door, or took the documents. Because Wilson could have 
learned about the condition of the car without being at the scene, his 
description does not shed light on the truthfulness of his account. In 
addition, although we could not definitively resolve whether Wilson was at the 
scene, his failure to appear in any photographs, which depict several other 
agents and local police officers, suggests that he was not. 

Wilson's allegation that he participated in the "black bag" job of Ray's room 
is likewise unsubstantiated and contradicted by the agents who actually 
participated. It thus casts further doubt on Wilson's credibility and suggests 
that he may have aspired to having had greater involvement in the FBI's 
investigation of the King assassination than he actually had. 

On balance, the evidence makes it substantially more likely that Wilson's 
claim that he took documents from Ray's car is false. Wilson's allegations 
that he took evidence from Ray's car and participated in a search of his room 
both remain uncorroborated and are contradicted by reliable information. In 
fact, important aspects of his accounts cannot be reasonably squared with 
well-documented information from several sources. Consequently, while the 
evidence does not make it impossible that Wilson's claims are true, . i _ 
strongly indicates that they are not. Ik* IAaW.u (jrve>\, V i \ 

E. Implausibilities In Wilson's Account 

It is impossible to determine with absolute certainty the truth of certain 
details of Wilson's varied accounts. Aspects of his version of events 
nonetheless seem so improbable as to be unbelievable. 

1. Wilson's Purported Motive for Tampering with Ray’s Car 
Wilson told the District Attorney that he opened the Mustang's door because 
the police were arguing and he thought it "was silly" that "no one [had] 



